
March 8, 1993

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554
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Honorable Robert L. Livingston
House of Representatives
Rayburn House Office Building
'Room 2368
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Livingston:
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This is in reply to yo~ letters of February 10-17. 1993 in which you
inquired on behalf of several of your constituents rega iiing the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Co ission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in he frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will. therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

~~:~~~2J
~:~:rd J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
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Mr. Terry Haines
Chief of Staff
Office of congressional Affaris
FCC
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Haines:

Enclosed please find communication I have recently
received from one of my constituents for your consideration.
I would greatly appreciate your complying with their request,
if possible.

I would appreciate your advising me of your action in
this matter and returning the letters to me with your reply to
my Washington Office.

Sincerely,

;DJP -t:~'·Z~ROBERT L-:'{'i:fN ON
Member of Cong ss
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JAN • 31, 1993THE HCNORABLE BOB LIVINGSTON
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

I AM A CITIZEN OF COVINGTON, LA. AND AM WRITING TO YOU TO
VOICE OPPOSITION TO THE FFC PROPOSED RULE MAKING NPRM-PR
DOCKET 92-235. I AM ALSO THE PRESIDENT OF THE OZONE RADIO
CONTROL CLUB WHICH IS ALSO LOCATED IN COVINGTON AND FLYS
MODEL AIRPLANES AT TWO SITES IN THE COVINGTON AREA.

AS I UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE PROPOSED RULE, SEVERAL
NEW COMMERCIAL FREQUENCIES ARE PROPOSED ON FREQUENCIES VERY
CLOSE TO EXISTING MODEL AIRPLANE FREQUENCIES. THE NEW
FREQUENCIES WILL BE ONLY 2.5 KHZ AWAY FROM THE FREQUNCIES
THAT WE NOW USE AND WILL RESULT IN INTERFERENCE ON OUR
CHANNELS. I OWN ABOUT FIVE TRANSMITTERS THAT WOULD BE
AFFECTED AND FLY PLANES THAT WEIGH ABOUT 10-13 LBS. THIS
COULD RESULT IN A POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS SITUATION. ALSO, NO
RC EQUIPMENT EXISTS THAT HAS A NARROW ENOUGH BAND WITH TO
MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS. I HAVE BEEN IN THIS SPORT SINCE
1977. DURING THE RECENT YEARS I HAD TO BUY ALL NEW EQUIPMENT
TO REPLACE THE OLDER EQUIPMENT IN ORDER TO MEET THE 1992
REQUIREMENTS. IF THIS NEW RULE GOES INTO EFFECT, I WOULD BE
FORCED TO BUY ALL NEW EQUIPMENT THAT AS OF NOW DOESN/T EVEN
EXIST AND THAT THE MANUFACTURERS SAY WOULD BE MUCH MORE
EXPENSIVE.

I DERIVE MANY HOURS OF ENJOYMENT FROM THE SPORT OF RC
FLYING. OUR CLUB IS ALSO INVOLVED IN HELPING THE LOCAL
JR-AFROTC PROGRAM AND WE HAVE AN ANNUAL DAY WITH THE MDA
CHILDREN. WE ALSO SPONSOR AN ANNUAL ELECTRIC MODEL CONTEST
FOR PARTICIPANTS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY. I WOULD HATE TO
SEE ANY OF THESE AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED RULE CHANGES.

YOURS TRULY,

PAUL E. FREDERICK
1214 S. MADISON
COVINGTON, LA. 70433
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The Honorable Bob Livingston
U.S. House of Reps
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Livingston:

January 28, 1993

FEB '.91993

I ~ writing you concerning the proposed rule maKing: PR
DocKet 92-235. I am an elevator mechanic and derive many
hours of pleasure from building and operating radio
controlled models. I am an active competi tor in local
events. I own two pieces of radio equipment that would be
unusable if this frequency assignment is adopted. The models
I build weigh as much as 10 pounds and operate at 3S m.p.h.
My father taught me how to fly and now I have a chance to
teach my step-son. I have enjoyed radio planes most of my
life.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are
currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules wil I greatly reduce the usabil i ty of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the
risk of accidents and attendant I iabil ity for controll ing
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies
by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
wi II move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference to radio control operations. I am told that the
50 frequencies that are presently avai lable for radio control
of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these
new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radic. control, we
go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing
spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the



point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use ,of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

I do not thinK it is wise of the FCC to see~ to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~J~
Roddy J. Dry
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FROM:

JANUARY 29 1993

THE HONORABLE ROBERT L LIVINGSTON
UNITED STATES HOuSE OF REPESENTATIVES
2368 RAYBURN BUILDING
WASHINGTC~ DC 20515

WILLI;; LERILLE
1024 ST. ANN
~~ARRERO LA.70072 FEB 1~ 1993

SUBJFCT: PR DOCKET 92-235

I AM VERY ACTIVE IN A LOCAL CLUB WHOSE MEMBERS EXJOY CONSTRUCTIKG
AND OPERATING RADIO CONTROLLED MODEL AIRPLANES. I A~ VERY CONCERNED
ABOUT PROPOSED RULES THAT ARE CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE F.C.C
THE PRECEEDING IS PR DOCKET 92-235. IF ADOPTED, THE NEW RULES WILL
GRATELY REDUCE THE ABILITY OF FREQUENCIES CURRENTLY ASSIGNED FOR ~ODEL

USE AND INCREASE THE RISK OF ACCIDENTS AND LIABILITY FOR CONTROLLI~G

MODEL AIRPLANES.

OUR RADIO FREQUENCIES ARE IN THE 72-76 MHz BAKD. THIS BA~D IS
PRIMARILY FOR PRIVATE LAND MOBILE DISPATCH OPERATIO~S. HOWEVER, OCR
RADIO CO~TROL FREQUENCIES IN THIS BA~D ARE FAR EKOCGH APART FROM
THE LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES THAT wE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SHARE THE BA~D

WITHOlT EITHER USE INTERFERIXG WITH THE OTHER.

NOW THE FCC WANTS TO CREATE MORE LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES BY SPLITTI~

THE~ INTO ~ARROWER BANDWIDTHS AND REARRA~GING THE BA~D PLAN. AS A
RESULT, ~ANY LAND ~OBILE FREQUENCIES WILL ~OVE CLOSER TO THE RADle
CONTROL FREQ[!ENCIES AND CAUSE INTERFERENCE TO THE CONTROL OPERATIONS.
I AM TOLD THAT OF THE 50 FREQUENCIES THAT ARE PRESENTLY AVAILABLE FOR
RADIO CONTROL OF MODEL AIRPLANES, ONLY 19 FREQUENCIES WILL BE LEFT IF
THESE NEW RULES ARE ADOPTED.

WHE~ WE FLY OUR MODEL AIRPLANES UNDER RADIO CONTROL, WE GO TO GREAT
LE\GHTS TO ASSURE THE SAFETY OF THE OPERATORS AKD BYSTA~DERS A\D THE
PROTECTION OF PROPERTY. MANY OF OUR SAFETY PRECAUTIONS INVOLVE THE
CAREFUL COORDINATION AND USE OF THE RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES. IF THE
NCMBER OF USABLE FREQUENCIES IS DIMINISHED AS PROPOSED BY THE FCC, THE
REMAINI\G FREQUENCIES WILL BECOME CONGESTED A~D THE MARGIN OF SAFETY
WILL BE DECREASED.

PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT ~ANY ~ODEL AIRPLANES HAVE WI~G SPANS CP TO
10 FEET AND WEIGHT AS MUCH AS 30 OR 40 POUNDS. THE MODELS THEMSELVES
ARE EXPENSIVE TO BUILD; BUT MORE TO THE POI~T, THEY ARE CAPABLE OF
CAUSING PROPERTY DAMAGE, SERIOlS INJURY, OR EVEN DEATH IF RADIO
INTERFERENCE CAUSES THE OPERATOR TO LOOSE CONTROL OF THE CRAFT. WE
OFTEN FLY OCR MODELS AT ORGANIZED EVENTS AND CONTESTS WHERE HUNDREDS OF
OPERATORS PARTICIPATE. WE NEED THE USE OF OUR FULL COMPLEMENT OF RADIO
FREQUENCIES IN ORDER TO ASSURE A SAFE FLYING ENVIROMENT.

1 DO ~cn TH'NK IT TS WTSE OF THF. FCC TO SEEE TO P·1PROVE THE



RADIO CONTROL MODELERS. THE FCC MAY NOT THI~K WE ARE AS IMPORTA~T AS
BUSI~ESS USERS OF RADIOS, BUT WE HAVE A CO~SIDERABLE INVESTME~T IN

OCR MODELS AND IN OUR RADIO EQUIPMENT. THE HOBBY PROVIDES ~A~Y HOCRS
OF ENJOYMENT TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE LIKE ~YSELF AND CO~TRIBCTES TO ,THE
ADVANCE~E~T AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMERCIAL AVIATIO~ INDUSTRY.

PLEASE HELP ME CONTI~UE THE SAFE ENJOYMENT OF MY PASTIME BY NOT
ALLOWING THE FCC TO CARRY OCT ITS PROPOSAL FOR THE 72-76 MHz BA~D.

SINCERLY

WILLIS LERILLE
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January 27, 1993
4020 Taft Park
Metairie, La. 70002

Honorable Robert L. Livingston
2368 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Livingston:

I have been a homeowner and resident of Louisiana for the
past 30 years. My long interest in operating radio controlled
model airplanes has prompted me to write this letter to you.
This hobby has given me countless hours of enjoyment over the
past number of years.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio
control frequencies. If the nnmber of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please underetand that many model airplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
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of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the
use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provide many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72 - 76
MHz band.

t~relY'1 ~ .a
r..:.:47;£~

Louis H. Lahners


